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GREETINGS FROM YOUR ALUMNI AFFAIRS TEAM

Dear School of the Arts Alumni:

As the 2022-23 academic year draws to a close, we are proud to reflect on the incredible
accomplishments of our amazing alumni. To help us do so, we’ve launched the 2022-23 Class Notes
page,  featuring alumni news we gathered over the past year. Each academic year our Class Notes
page will celebrate alumni accomplishments. If you have an update to share, let us know.

Because this will be our last newsletter for the academic year, we want to let you know about the
exciting alumni events coming up this summer!

We just wrapped the Columbia University Film Festival (CUFF) in New York this month, with a lineup
of incredible films made by SOA students and alumni (watch the trailer ). If you are in the Los Angeles
area, please save June 26-30 for CUFF LA. Keep your eyes on your inbox for more programming
information when it becomes available.

We are celebrating alumni films at Tribeca Film Festival with screenings, receptions, and a talk with Ellie
Foumbi '17, winner of the 2022 Tribeca Festival Audience Award and this month’s alumni spotlight
(below). 

As a reminder, you can connect with School of the Arts alumni through Facebook, Twitter, and
LinkedIn, where you can also share updates about your work, upcoming events, and be inspired by
what your fellow alums have been up to. The Artists’ Resource Center’s LinkedIn page is a great
place to find grant, fellowship, and residency opportunities (seriously—we’re posting opportunities there
everyday!). 

We’d also love to have your feedback on this very brief one question survey regarding what kind of
alumni events you’d like to see.

We hope you will enjoy this month’s news from your peers. 
 
With warm regards,

Laila Maher 
Dean of Student and Alumni Affairs

https://arts.columbia.edu/content/columbia-university-school-arts-class-notes-2022-2023
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc2xRpeyEg1iyv2Q3_9DcNKYr0vwQ0ewE1ihGUhjWMKz7-wnQ/viewform
https://www.cufilmfest.arts.columbia.edu/
https://www.cufilmfest.arts.columbia.edu/trailer
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=d83476fd5cd9e73d26eb90bdfd75137fb8a90d9a848a38c0766b2a3f077e7d05c0849dc9c6321577cc0cf2a67efd6b92d1f774b1cf48272a
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.facebook.com_CUSOA.alumni&d=DwMDaQ&c=009klHSCxuh5AI1vNQzSO0KGjl4nbi2Q0M1QLJX9BeE&r=TtGhi7aIE9s7ecrA73OhaqFzuD1vgs8l4Ommd7qsTAo&m=vFIQLKfyZYJ4_cp-VvzJKZCPrnIeg94T-UViQWjsw-44yyI9lwitTxC6bXXCN6eQ&s=LI9s7k_L82ta4edk7FCrfw5QaCsu_-NsxVivVLuRTcA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__twitter.com_cusoaalumni&d=DwMDaQ&c=009klHSCxuh5AI1vNQzSO0KGjl4nbi2Q0M1QLJX9BeE&r=TtGhi7aIE9s7ecrA73OhaqFzuD1vgs8l4Ommd7qsTAo&m=vFIQLKfyZYJ4_cp-VvzJKZCPrnIeg94T-UViQWjsw-44yyI9lwitTxC6bXXCN6eQ&s=ycbrEyGPhVvp3xjIuvXE0Yx8q337dcpIShPaCqUrBKk&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.linkedin.com_groups_103236_.&d=DwMDaQ&c=009klHSCxuh5AI1vNQzSO0KGjl4nbi2Q0M1QLJX9BeE&r=TtGhi7aIE9s7ecrA73OhaqFzuD1vgs8l4Ommd7qsTAo&m=vFIQLKfyZYJ4_cp-VvzJKZCPrnIeg94T-UViQWjsw-44yyI9lwitTxC6bXXCN6eQ&s=3HczwGRdu2ZZk2WjBk3d2LJZuBeRuR4gKvGdmqFEZVI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.linkedin.com_in_arc-2Dcolumbia-2Dsoa-2D0b8250127_&d=DwMDaQ&c=009klHSCxuh5AI1vNQzSO0KGjl4nbi2Q0M1QLJX9BeE&r=TtGhi7aIE9s7ecrA73OhaqFzuD1vgs8l4Ommd7qsTAo&m=vFIQLKfyZYJ4_cp-VvzJKZCPrnIeg94T-UViQWjsw-44yyI9lwitTxC6bXXCN6eQ&s=hQyjvCzShxxPpHWszpAZwqo_wrx2u3kizOXGQHblquI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.surveymonkey.com_r_WYVY53D-3Futm-5Fsource-3D43952306-5F473216451-26utm-5Fmedium-3Demail-26utm-5Fcampaign-3D182046071-5F&d=DwMDaQ&c=009klHSCxuh5AI1vNQzSO0KGjl4nbi2Q0M1QLJX9BeE&r=TtGhi7aIE9s7ecrA73OhaqFzuD1vgs8l4Ommd7qsTAo&m=vFIQLKfyZYJ4_cp-VvzJKZCPrnIeg94T-UViQWjsw-44yyI9lwitTxC6bXXCN6eQ&s=JZuxHmNuj7_dCWC_9z-jJlVlnIWWibihqgv796LYGU8&e=
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Jessica Pierson
Associate Director of the Artists’ Resource Center and Alumni Affairs

ALUMNI EVENT

Dramaturgy alumni from multiple decades gathered in NYC on May 1st to celebrate the
retirement of Professor Linda Winer. 

SOA Alumni Support the WGA Strike

An amazing group of SOA alumni joined the picket line in support of the WGA strike.

Included in the image are: Brian Birch '14; Nicole DeMasi '13; Morgan Faust '11; Bill Gerrard '12;
Grainne Godfree '10; Rory Haines '11; Jon Haller '09; Gerry Kim '11; Kurt Lustgarten '13; Anya



8/17/23, 10:19 AM LionMail Mail - School of the Arts Alumni Newsletter | May 2023

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=7f1b093829&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a:r-752101589407969721&simpl=msg-a:r-498801175552963… 3/7

Meksin '11; Zack Morrison '18; Olivia Newman '12; Robert Poole '12; Rob Richert '13; Lena
Rudnick '14; Ben Seccombe '12; Bob Snow' 10; Laurie Thomas '12; Shawn Wines '12. 

Also in attendance were: Frank Angones '11; Silka Luisa '11; Sohrab Noshirvani '12; Brooke
Sebold '12; Iris Shim '15; Rebecca Thomas '13; Shukree Tilghman '12.

Photo courtesy of Rory Haines '11 and Shawn Wines '12.

SOA Alumni at Tribeca

Still from the film Shortcomings, playing at the Tribeca Festival in June. Music coordination
by Cheryl Wang ’22. 

School of the Arts Programming at the 2023 Tribeca Festival:

Smoking Tigers, Written & Directed by Shelly Yo '18
Sunday, June 11, 6:00 PM at the Village East by Angelika
Post-screening reception to follow at The Penny Farthing
Get Your Tickets Here

Ellie Foumbi '17 in Conversation with Prof. Annette Insdorf
Tuesday, June 13, 6:00 PM at Columbia University’s Earl Hall Auditorium
Get Your Tickets Here

Our Son, Produced by Alex Peace '17
Wednesday, June 14, 8:30 PM at the Village East by Angelika
Pre-screening reception begins at 6:00 PM at The Penny Farthing
Get Your Tickets Here

Shortcomings, Music Coordination by Cheryl Wang ’22
Saturday, June 17, 5:30 PM at the Village East by Angelika
Post-screening reception to follow at The Penny Farthing
Get Your Tickets Here

More SOA Alumni Filmmakers at Tribeca:

Rule of Two Walls, directed by David Gutnik ‘12

The Adults, produced by Julia Thompson  '16

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__events.blackthorn.io_i0gvMh6_4aAd6ShJ4i&d=DwMDaQ&c=009klHSCxuh5AI1vNQzSO0KGjl4nbi2Q0M1QLJX9BeE&r=TtGhi7aIE9s7ecrA73OhaqFzuD1vgs8l4Ommd7qsTAo&m=vFIQLKfyZYJ4_cp-VvzJKZCPrnIeg94T-UViQWjsw-44yyI9lwitTxC6bXXCN6eQ&s=9i-b5ikp7DDzyMhDxVQQcPdE3Xoo65NOsdS8fPfLj54&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__events.blackthorn.io_i0gvMh6_4aAd6ShJ57&d=DwMDaQ&c=009klHSCxuh5AI1vNQzSO0KGjl4nbi2Q0M1QLJX9BeE&r=TtGhi7aIE9s7ecrA73OhaqFzuD1vgs8l4Ommd7qsTAo&m=vFIQLKfyZYJ4_cp-VvzJKZCPrnIeg94T-UViQWjsw-44yyI9lwitTxC6bXXCN6eQ&s=MHRnyuOUG_mlqDYGxEuCRp4arI0ffzS8IhZH3e6rnPI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__events.blackthorn.io_i0gvMh6_4aAd6ShJ4x&d=DwMDaQ&c=009klHSCxuh5AI1vNQzSO0KGjl4nbi2Q0M1QLJX9BeE&r=TtGhi7aIE9s7ecrA73OhaqFzuD1vgs8l4Ommd7qsTAo&m=vFIQLKfyZYJ4_cp-VvzJKZCPrnIeg94T-UViQWjsw-44yyI9lwitTxC6bXXCN6eQ&s=yvM5GXa3Fa0py69435tvFo23mjwCTSEP_uOpeTX3KSk&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__events.blackthorn.io_i0gvMh6_4aAd6ShJ4o&d=DwMDaQ&c=009klHSCxuh5AI1vNQzSO0KGjl4nbi2Q0M1QLJX9BeE&r=TtGhi7aIE9s7ecrA73OhaqFzuD1vgs8l4Ommd7qsTAo&m=vFIQLKfyZYJ4_cp-VvzJKZCPrnIeg94T-UViQWjsw-44yyI9lwitTxC6bXXCN6eQ&s=zcIHg7cGRDanbj4RtEO8gkfPYdxQuOEofP_haWDTOQE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__tribecafilm.com_films_rule-2Dof-2Dtwo-2Dwalls-2D2023-23-3A-7E-3Atext-3DDirector-2520David-2520Gutnik-2520-28Materna-252C-2520Tribeca-2Cwho-2520have-2520chosen-2520to-2520stay.&d=DwMDaQ&c=009klHSCxuh5AI1vNQzSO0KGjl4nbi2Q0M1QLJX9BeE&r=TtGhi7aIE9s7ecrA73OhaqFzuD1vgs8l4Ommd7qsTAo&m=vFIQLKfyZYJ4_cp-VvzJKZCPrnIeg94T-UViQWjsw-44yyI9lwitTxC6bXXCN6eQ&s=habAluYHRBg6CzDCmBh57mIp-sR4gQmqh_m3_Q4lIqU&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__tribecafilm.com_films_adults-2D2023&d=DwMDaQ&c=009klHSCxuh5AI1vNQzSO0KGjl4nbi2Q0M1QLJX9BeE&r=TtGhi7aIE9s7ecrA73OhaqFzuD1vgs8l4Ommd7qsTAo&m=vFIQLKfyZYJ4_cp-VvzJKZCPrnIeg94T-UViQWjsw-44yyI9lwitTxC6bXXCN6eQ&s=tDxniWB3y3GmctreZ0d5THyJl-XBA26lqtwb_JahAEY&e=
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Laroy, written & directed by Shane Atkinson '13

Invisible Beauty, written & directed by Frédéric Tcheng '07

ALUMNI NEWS

FILM

Stay Awake, written & directed
by Jamie Sisley '15
and produced by Shrihari
Sathe '09, opens theatrically.

Indiana Jones and the Dial of
Destiny, directed by James
Mangold ’99 and starring
Harrison Ford, will have its
world premiere at the Cannes
Film Festival.

Bury Me When I’m Dead, directed
by Patrick Clement ’20, is one of
the seven feature films selected for
the Cannes 2023 Frontières
Buyers Showcase.

THEATRE

The adaptation of
The Comedy of Errors by
Julián Mesri ’20 will run
at The Public now
through June 11.  

Alice Reagan '04 directs Evelyn
Brown (A Diary) at La MaMa's
Downstairs Theater, now through
June 4.  

School Girls; Or, The African Mean
Girls Play by Jocelyn Bioh ’08 will
make its U.K. premiere at London's
Lyric Hammersmith Theatre. 

VISUAL ARTS + SOUND ART

Aki Sasamoto ’07 has been
honored with the prestigious
2023 Calder Prize.

Professor Adama Delphine
Fawundu ’18 is presenting In
the Spirit of Àṣẹ at the Newark
Museum of Art until March 10,
2024.

Meg Turner ‘18, released her
new photography book WET. 

WRITING

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__tribecafilm.com_films_laroy-2D2023&d=DwMDaQ&c=009klHSCxuh5AI1vNQzSO0KGjl4nbi2Q0M1QLJX9BeE&r=TtGhi7aIE9s7ecrA73OhaqFzuD1vgs8l4Ommd7qsTAo&m=vFIQLKfyZYJ4_cp-VvzJKZCPrnIeg94T-UViQWjsw-44yyI9lwitTxC6bXXCN6eQ&s=WR47EPEdw25SkXBeEXGH4XnTDBBcxo_diVW35pLuN5k&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__tribecafilm.com_films_invisible-2Dbeauty-2D2023&d=DwMDaQ&c=009klHSCxuh5AI1vNQzSO0KGjl4nbi2Q0M1QLJX9BeE&r=TtGhi7aIE9s7ecrA73OhaqFzuD1vgs8l4Ommd7qsTAo&m=vFIQLKfyZYJ4_cp-VvzJKZCPrnIeg94T-UViQWjsw-44yyI9lwitTxC6bXXCN6eQ&s=29Ilz9Z-HE4-mgwV373uTPj8kBMi2M2DPReGEOc6vkM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.stayawakethefilm.com_&d=DwMDaQ&c=009klHSCxuh5AI1vNQzSO0KGjl4nbi2Q0M1QLJX9BeE&r=TtGhi7aIE9s7ecrA73OhaqFzuD1vgs8l4Ommd7qsTAo&m=vFIQLKfyZYJ4_cp-VvzJKZCPrnIeg94T-UViQWjsw-44yyI9lwitTxC6bXXCN6eQ&s=ac6Sw5kM1eYhxB9m8BrOzk4uJw59reby1o5zDT3MH8Y&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__frontieresmarket.com_en_platform-2Dcannes_buyers-2Dshowcase&d=DwMDaQ&c=009klHSCxuh5AI1vNQzSO0KGjl4nbi2Q0M1QLJX9BeE&r=TtGhi7aIE9s7ecrA73OhaqFzuD1vgs8l4Ommd7qsTAo&m=vFIQLKfyZYJ4_cp-VvzJKZCPrnIeg94T-UViQWjsw-44yyI9lwitTxC6bXXCN6eQ&s=n59IOUkfV9-t5ElheIdYr11tM35PHM1vvB6uIqCFi2s&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__publictheater.org_productions_season_2223_mobile-2Dunit_mobile-2Dunit-2Dthe-2Dcomedy-2Dof-2Derrors_-3Futm-5Fsource-3DColumba-2BMFA-2Btheatre-2Bprogram-2Bnewsletter-2Blist-26utm-5Fcampaign-3D09e140d539-2DEMAIL-5FCAMPAIGN-5F2019-5F05-5F09-5F01-5F51-5FCOPY-5F02-26utm-5Fmedium-3Demail-26utm-5Fterm-3D0-5F54ea7c0fb4-2D09e140d539-2D630607639&d=DwMDaQ&c=009klHSCxuh5AI1vNQzSO0KGjl4nbi2Q0M1QLJX9BeE&r=TtGhi7aIE9s7ecrA73OhaqFzuD1vgs8l4Ommd7qsTAo&m=vFIQLKfyZYJ4_cp-VvzJKZCPrnIeg94T-UViQWjsw-44yyI9lwitTxC6bXXCN6eQ&s=Xb-jantaNo78moWTVkJP8Miz2CDsY9VyYCPs-ylN790&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.lamama.org_shows_evelyn-2Dbrown-2Da-2Ddiary-2D2023&d=DwMDaQ&c=009klHSCxuh5AI1vNQzSO0KGjl4nbi2Q0M1QLJX9BeE&r=TtGhi7aIE9s7ecrA73OhaqFzuD1vgs8l4Ommd7qsTAo&m=vFIQLKfyZYJ4_cp-VvzJKZCPrnIeg94T-UViQWjsw-44yyI9lwitTxC6bXXCN6eQ&s=UXCz_tFC-7urqS6VD8VyYMvhso5WZGiqpNCEVzDw9dw&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.artnews.com_art-2Dnews_news_calder-2Dprize-2Daki-2Dsasamoto-2D1234666540_&d=DwMDaQ&c=009klHSCxuh5AI1vNQzSO0KGjl4nbi2Q0M1QLJX9BeE&r=TtGhi7aIE9s7ecrA73OhaqFzuD1vgs8l4Ommd7qsTAo&m=vFIQLKfyZYJ4_cp-VvzJKZCPrnIeg94T-UViQWjsw-44yyI9lwitTxC6bXXCN6eQ&s=RJnLYRcgDlwUhnBrGDES0M6Enw1uiA51MxDZyfLqlUM&e=
https://arts.columbia.edu/news/professor-adama-delphine-fawundu-18-exhibiting-work-newark-museum-art
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.burnbarrelpress.com_product_wet-2Dby-2Dmeg-2Dturner&d=DwMDaQ&c=009klHSCxuh5AI1vNQzSO0KGjl4nbi2Q0M1QLJX9BeE&r=TtGhi7aIE9s7ecrA73OhaqFzuD1vgs8l4Ommd7qsTAo&m=vFIQLKfyZYJ4_cp-VvzJKZCPrnIeg94T-UViQWjsw-44yyI9lwitTxC6bXXCN6eQ&s=RnnvX-MCXcDHhaifyAfcSRO1S3XAYbnq9fTh0prjTUc&e=
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Professor Catherine Lacey ’10
was named a 2023 Fellow of the
Dorothy and Lewis B. Cullman
Center for Scholars and Writers.

Brown Girls, the debut novel
from alum Daphne Palasi
Andreades ’19, has been
shortlisted for the inaugural
Carol Shields Prize for Fiction. 

Matthew Gellman ’18 won
the BOA Editions’ Poulin
Prize for his
manuscript Beforelight. 

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Ellie Foumbi '17 (Screenwriting/Directing) is an award-winning Cameroonian American filmmaker
whose debut feature, Our Father, the Devil (2021) premiered at the Venice Film Festival. The film
went on to win 25 prizes at international film festivals, including the Audience Award for Best
Narrative Feature at the Tribeca Festival, the Mind the Gap Award at Mill Valley, and a Special Jury
Mention at the Palm Springs International Film Festival. It also went on to be nominated for Best
Feature at the 2023 Independent Spirit Awards. She's a BAFTA Breakthrough USA Fellow and was

https://arts.columbia.edu/news/catherine-lacey-10-and-adjunct-professor-brenda-wineapple-named-cullman-center-fellows
https://arts.columbia.edu/news/daphne-palasi-andreades-19-shortlisted-inaugural-carol-shields-prize-fiction
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.boaeditions.org_blogs_main_matthew-2Dgellman-2Dwins-2Dthe-2D22nd-2Dannual-2Da-2Dpoulin-2Djr-2Dpoetry-2Dprize&d=DwMDaQ&c=009klHSCxuh5AI1vNQzSO0KGjl4nbi2Q0M1QLJX9BeE&r=TtGhi7aIE9s7ecrA73OhaqFzuD1vgs8l4Ommd7qsTAo&m=vFIQLKfyZYJ4_cp-VvzJKZCPrnIeg94T-UViQWjsw-44yyI9lwitTxC6bXXCN6eQ&s=5zvDQ1hP3V6BNEg893GsDugGPQOC4rT2BhRm2mEvLcc&e=
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=d83476fd5cd9e73d26eb90bdfd75137fb8a90d9a848a38c0766b2a3f077e7d05c0849dc9c6321577cc0cf2a67efd6b92d1f774b1cf48272a
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named one of 25 New Faces of Independent Film by Filmmaker Magazine. Foumbi's projects have
been supported by The Gotham, Film Independent, the Tribeca Film Institute, SFFILM Rainin Grant
program, and the Venice Biennale College. Her stories often explore pressing social-political issues
within the African diaspora through a genre lens, aiming to shine a light on marginalized populations
whose voices are seldom heard or included.

Was there a specific faculty member or peer who especially inspired you while at the School
of the Arts? If so, who and how?
There were many faculty members who supported me during my time at the School of the Arts, but
two were really key in my development as a director. The first was Craig Zobel, who took a lot of time
to advise me outside of class and really encouraged me to follow my gut. He also gave me amazing
career advice that changed the course of my trajectory when I left school. The second faculty
member is Tom Kalin, who taught me how to prepare as a director. I still rely on the preparation
techniques I learned in his class in my work.

How did attending the School of the Arts impact your work and career as an artist?
It gave me the confidence to step into my power and deepened my love of filmmaking. I became a
stronger writer because of the amazing screenwriting faculty I learned from. I was also able to do a
directing exchange at La Fémis in my thesis year, where I wrote and directed a short film. This
experience was a game changer for me and directly impacted my decision to shoot my first feature
in France.

What advice would you give to recent graduates? 
Be prepared to make sacrifices. You must be disciplined and create your own structure once you
leave school. Otherwise, it's easy to get caught up between life and your survival job(s). Make a plan
but stay flexible because life always throws you curveballs. So, if you don't get into a festival or a lab
you've been yearning to participate in, try again or try something else. The key is to focus on your
growth. If a door closes, knock on others until one opens, and it might be the door that you least
expected. This is how I built my resilience. You have to be stubborn in your determination to follow
your own path.

ALUMNI BENEFITS

+Artists' Resource Center (ARC)
+Update Your Information
+Email Forwarding & CU Address
+Online Alumni Community
+CAA Arts Access
+Complete List of Benefits

Columbia University School of the Arts
artsalum@columbia.edu

Office of Alumni Affairs
Columbia University

School of the Arts
305 Dodge Hall, MC 1808

2960 Broadway
New York, NY, 10027

email: artsalum@columbia.edu
Keep in Touch

http://www.arc.columbia.edu/
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